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Shuttle Enterprise introduced in 1976   Shuttle Enterprise in 2010 being readied to fly again  
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Ancient Supernova Riddle, Solved 
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Left: Left-over cloud from the Tycho supernova, witnessed by Tycho Brahe and 
other astronomers over 400 years ago. This image combines infrared light 
captured by the Spitzer Space Telescope with x-rays captured by the Chandra 
X-ray Observatory, plus visible light from the Calar Also Observatory in 
Spain.  
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7:30: Bob Francis:  Meeting called into Session. Welcome to new members & Visitors. 
 
7:35: Guest Speaker Mr. William Panczer, Nustar Educator Ambassador for NASA. Presentation: “NuStar 
Mission – Bringing the High Energy Universe into Focus”. Mr. William Panczer also provided an update on the 
Mars Rovers. 
 
Bob Francis :  February 19, 2010 – Gulf Elementary School “Astronomy Night”.  request for volunteers to help 
out at this event. 
- Burrowing Owl Festival – Saturday, February 27, 2010 – Solar Observing. request for volunteers to help out at 
this event. 
- March 12, 2010 – SWFAS will provide a Star Party for the Cape Coral Rotary Club. The event will be from 
7:00 to 10:00 PM. Volunteers are needed. 
- Talked briefly about the Winter Star Party in the Keys. 



Carole Holmberg: Newsletter editor. 
 
Larry Richardson: Minutes available on the Newsletter: Motion to Approve. 
1st motion Ed Sidor, 2nd motion Dick Galloway, Minutes Approved. 
 
Stewart Rorer: Treasurer’s Report read. 
Start: $1511.05  Dues: $120.00  Expenses: $91.30     Ending Balance: $1539.74 
Motion to Approve., 1st motion Norman Carpenter, 2nd motion Dick Galloway, Treasurer’s Report Approved.  
 
John Martin:  (Not Present) 
 
Bob Francis: Caloosahatchee Regional Park Star parties will be held as follows: February 13th, and March 20th. 
Respond by 4:00 PM if you are going.  
 
Maria  Berni:  Librarian’s Report – Club Members can keep books located in lobby. 
 
Danny Secary: (Not Present). 
 
Brian Risley: Equipment Coordinator’s Report. Club has a 6” Dob is available. 
 
Dan Fitzgerald: Web Coordinator.  Not present. 
 
Chuck Pavlick: Contact Tony Heiner or Chuck Pavlick for information on the Fakahatchee Strand star parties 
for February. 
 
Open Discussion: 
Bob Francis: T-Shirts for the Club were discussed. Shirt and Hat for $ 30.00. Shirt only for $ 24.00. 
            
A discussion about the color of the Shirt came up. The Naples Club colors were discussed. Hat - Tan w/Green 
Logo $ 6.00. Suggested a White T-Shirt with a green Alligator and  a Blue “SWFAS” Logo.       
           
Meeting adjourned at 9:10 PM 
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7:30 – Meeting called into Session by Bob Francis. Welcome to new members & Visitors. 
          Welcomed new Members RoseAnn + Paul. 
 
7:35  – Introduction of Guest Speaker, Mr. Robert Gurnitz.  Bob Gurnitz gave a presentation on the 2009 solar 
eclipse in which he traveled to China to observe and photograph. 
 
Bob Francis : The Rotary Park event was rained out. It has been rescheduled for next Friday evening. Bob will 
send out the e-mail. 
 
Brian Risley:  VP Reported on the time change – Planning the Gulf Elementary school, had 2 cancellations. 
 
Carole Holmberg: Reported on the Newsletter. Mercury is near Venus.  It is the 20th Anniversary of the Hubble 
Space Telescope. 
 
Larry Richardson: Minutes available on the Newsletter 
 
Bob Francis:  SWFAS picked up a lot of new members.   Bob will be sending out an an updated Roster. Any 
changes should be in by April 15th.  Members will be getting the 1st copy of the Reflector soon. SWFAS 
members are also members of the Astronomical League.    
 
Stewart Rorer: Treasurer’s Report read. Closing Balance $1,891.  Motion to approve. 



1st Motion Richard Gala, 2nd Motion Brian Risley.  Treasurer’s Report was approved. 
- SWFAS donated check for $250 to the Calusa Nature Center and Planetarium for the new Projector. 
   
Carole Holmberg: The new Projector will be installed around the end of April. 
 
Chuck Pavlick: Fak is scheduled for next Saturday.  With an 11:46 PM Moon rise, there should be good 
viewing.  Last time there were about 20 people and 15 scopes. 
NASA Website – Tuesday Shuttle Launch at 6:21 A.M. 
 
Carole Holmberg: Night Sky Network Banner was received. Rules to get the new banner were 10 scheduled 
events by April. SWFAS has also won our 2nd Brass Telescope from the Night Sky Network.  
 
Jon Martin: John went to Caloosahatchee Regional Park last week.  He had 10 people and 4 scopes.  There was 
a little problem with the Gate.  Next Meeting at CRP is April 10th ( Rt 78 in Alva).  CRP meets on one Saturday 
a Month. If you are going, call or email Jon Martin. 
You do not have to announce to anyone if you are going to the Fak. 
 
Maria  Berni:  Librarian’s Report – Club Members can borrow equipment and librarymedia   for up to 2 weeks. 
 
Danny Secary: Club Historian.  Dan Fitzgerald in charge of SWFAS Website. 
 
Brian Risley: Equipment Coordinator’s Report. Club has a 6” Dob and 4” Bushnell back if anyone wants to 
borrow.  
 
Open Discussion: Bob Francis: A raffle was held and 3 meteorites and a Star Party goodie bag were handed out. 
 
Star Parties: Caloosahatchee Regional Park Star parties will be held as follows: April 10, May 8, June 12, July 
10, August 7, September 11, October 9,  November 6, and December 4, 2010.  Contact Jon Martin or Don 
Franks.  
 
Robert Gurnitz from Naples club mentioned about the Space Shuttle Launch and that after this one there are 
only 3 launches left. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM 
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7:30 – Meeting called into Session by Bob Francis. 
 
Bob Francis : Welcome to new members & Visitors. 
-  Welcomed New Members Veronica, Walter, Angelo & Tiffany, Bruce, Lynn, and Kathleen Hendricks. 
-  Members must pay dues by June – This is very important since SWFAS members may get dropped from the 
membership rooster. SWFAS is obligated to pay a fee to the Astronomical League for each 
club member on our rooster. 
 
Alice Mack: Correction to the yellow Flyer – You do NOT need a telescope to join SWFAS. It was a misprint.  
 
Bob Francis :  Last Friday Cypress Lake Middle School had its Maritime Fair. A number of Exhibitors showed 
up.  It was well organized.  The day was a bit cloudy but we managed to give students an opportunity to look at 
the Sun. The Coast Guard was a big hit. There were about 730 students.  Between 1:00 – 4:00 PM, three groups 
of students got to experience the Coast Guard Rescue boat. 
 
Bob Francis :  At Spring Creek Elementary School, on May 12th and May 13th , I will give 8 classroom 
presentations. Each will last about 1 hour. That is 8 hours in two days. Even though it is a good deal of time in 
such a short period of time, I do enjoy it. 



 
Brian Risley:  VP Reported.  An article was in the Newspaper.  An old friend from High School, Frank, sent it 
to him. 
- On May 7th Christ McLeod will have a stay over at the school. Around 6:00 PM, Brian and Tony will be 
bringing their Telescopes. Three Planets will be visible; Saturn, Mars and Venus. We expect about 300 people.  
- May 14th will be the last night at Hickey’s Creek. Have 15. Will take up to 30 people. Set-up will be in the 
Parking Lot. Kelly Williamson handles the Gate. We will send an Alert if Bad Weather. 
- Also both scopes are back in, if any member would like to check them out. 
 
Carole Holmberg: Reported on the Newsletter. April’s Minutes will be in the next Newsletter.  
 
Bob Francis:  I will forward the May Newsletter to the New Members. 
 
Larry Richardson: Minutes available in the Newsletter. 
 
Stewart Rorer: Treasurer’s Report read.  

Opening Balance $1821.21 
Expenses $ 344.35 
Membership Dues $ 40.00 
Closing Balance $1516.94 
1st Motion Brian Risley, 2nd Motion Alice Mack 
Motion to accept was made and approved. 

 
Bob Francis:  Caloosahatchee Regional Park Star Party is this Saturday. Fak is also scheduled for this Saturday.  
 
Stewart Rorer: There will be a Movie showing in the Park this Saturday. Clyde Butcher has offered a Parking 
Lot for Scopes. Clyde Butcher is a Photographer. 
   
Chuck Pavlick: Coordinators Report – Chuck will not be going to the FAK, but Bob and Tony Heiner will be 
going. 
- did not go to the FAK last week. 
 
Bob Francis: Comcast has a limit of 99 e-mails Bob can send, so emails will be sent in two Group. A-L in 
Group 1. M-Z in Group 2.  This is just in case you get two emails.  
- Jon Martin copied me on email that he had a problem with the gate last time. May 8th be there between 7:15 – 
7:30. email or call Jon Martin if you are going. 
 
Maria Berni:  Librarian’s Report – (Maria not Present). 
 
Danny Secary: Club Historian’s Report – (Danny not Present). 
 
Open Discussion: 
Alice Mack: FGCU does not have an Astronomy Degree. 
 
Carole Holmberg: 8:09 PM Carole showed the new projector Movies: Preview: Dawn of the Space Age, Spring 
Star Gazing Show and Preview: Astronaut . 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM. 
�
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